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Religious Education 
Religious Education. It’s more RElevant than you think 
 

 What is the meaning of life?  
 Why are we here? 
 Is there a higher power? 
 
Throughout the millennia of human experience, religion has expressed the deepest questions 
human beings can ask, and it holds a central place in the lives of all civilisations and cultures. 
Religious Studies at Byrchall aims to provide children with both a strong respect for faiths and  
cultures beyond Christianity and an understanding of the world around us.  
 
Posing challenging questions, we aim to encourage students to reflect their own values and the 
values of others. In an increasingly material and technological world, that creates barriers 
between human interaction, we seek to connect young people spiritually, morally and culturally to 
the world around them.    
 
We seek to engender a righteous sense of respect and tolerance for others, questioning 
assumptions, challenging casual prejudice and seeking answers to the questions that will confront 
them as citizens in modern Britain. 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Study of Eastern Religions 
(Sikhism, Buddhism and 

Hinduism) 
What are the Abrahamic faiths? 

How do different world views 
respond to moral issues and 

ethical issues? 
 

Regular homework is an integral part of learning.  Tasks set will help students to consolidate,  
develop or broaden their learning.  It also helps students to become confident and independent 
learners, which will help them throughout their time at school and in adult life. 
 
 Students are to be set homework in accordance to the whole school policy requirements. 
 Homework set is designed to broaden and deepen knowledge acquired in lessons.  Pre-

assessment homework will allow students to revise for summative assessments.  
 Homework set must be recorded by the teacher on the school’s Edulink One app.   
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Unit 

Duration 
(lessons) 

 
Learning Objectives/Outcomes 

 
Study of 
Eastern 
Religions 
(Sikhism, 
Buddhism and 
Hinduism) 

 
17 

 Founders-Guru Nanak 
 The 5 Ks  
 The importance of the Guru Granth Sahib  
 Charity and Community - The role of the Gurdwara  
 Seva 
 Key beliefs and teachings  
 Introduction to Hinduism 
 Belief on Brahman  
 Polytheism - Gods and Goddesses 
 How do Hindus worship? 
 The afterlife - reincarnation  
 The caste system today 
 Hinduism in modern Britain - charity and compassion 
 How similar are Hindu and Buddhist beliefs? 
 Worship and symbols 
 Buddhist beliefs.  The 4 Noble Truths and the 8 Fold Path  
 The search for enlightenment - meditation 

What are the 
Abrahamic 
faiths? 

12  The origins of Islam  
 The 5 Pillars  
 Salah and Wudu 
 Zakat and charity  
 Ramadan 
 The importance of Hajj  
 Sources of authority - The Qur’an  
 The mosque as a community hub 
 How can we combat Islamophobia? 
 Who were the Jewish patriarchs?  
 Costume and identity 
 Worship and prayer 
 The story of the Passover 
 The Seder meal and its importance to Jewish people 
 Jewish Food Laws 
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How do 
Religions 
respond to 
moral issues 
and ultimate 
questions? 

10  What are moral issues? 
 Is war ever right? 
 Is capital punishment ever justified? 
 Is cheating in sport acceptable? 
 How precious is life? 
 Should animals have rights? 
 What are ultimate questions? 
 Is God real? 
 Is there an afterlife? 
 Will the world end?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Year 8 2023_69.pdf
	Year 8 2023_70.pdf
	Year 8 2023_71.pdf

