
 

Reading beyond the classroom  
RE, Years 10 – 11. 
 

While in Years 10 and 11 students should try and read a wide variety of books. 
Students should know and learn about all religions. It teaches children how to be open-minded and 
accepting of other people's faiths and backgrounds. It teaches ethical values. RE helps to challenge 
misconceptions, prejudice and ignorance which can divide society. It’s fascinating learning about 
other cultures and beliefs. 
 
There are a number of high-quality websites: 
  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt 
  https://www.reonline.org.uk/ 
  http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/ 
  https://www.thebuddhistsociety.org/ 
  https://www.islamicity.org/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1 
  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/ 
  https://www.sikhri.org/ 
  https://www.catholic.org/ 
  http://www.prca.org/ 
 
In addition to this, our recommendations follow below.  These texts do not form part of our schemes 
of work so reading them will not spoil students’ enjoyment of future lessons.  They will most likely 
complement the work we do.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upper School 
 
Non- Fiction 
 
C. S. Lewis      Mere Christianity 
In the classic Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis, the most important writer of the 20th century, explores 
the common ground upon which all of those of Christian faith stand together. Bringing together 
Lewis’ legendary broadcast talks during World War Two from his three previous books The Case for 
Christianity, Christian Behaviour, and Beyond Personality, Mere Christianity provides an unequaled 
opportunity for believers and nonbelievers alike to hear this powerful apologetic for the Christian 
faith. 
 

Richard Dawkins     The God Delusion 
A preeminent scientist - and the world's most prominent atheist - asserts the irrationality of belief in 
God, and the grievous harm religion has inflicted on society, from the Crusades to 9/11. 
With rigor and wit, Dawkins examines God in all his forms, from the sex-obsessed tyrant of the Old 
Testament, to the more benign (but still illogical) Celestial Watchmaker favoured by some 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt
https://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/
https://www.thebuddhistsociety.org/
https://www.islamicity.org/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.sikhri.org/
https://www.catholic.org/
http://www.prca.org/


Enlightenment thinkers. He eviscerates the major arguments for religion, and demonstrates the 
supreme improbability of a supreme being. He shows how religion fuels war, foments bigotry, and 
abuses children, buttressing his points with historical and contemporary evidence. 
 

Stephen Law     The Philosophy Files 
Is there a God? Should I eat meat? Where does the universe come from? Could I live for ever as a 
robot? These are the big questions you will be wrestling with. 
You'll encounter lively scenarios and dialogue to take you through the philosophical puzzles that 
have been plaguing humans for centuries involving virtual reality, science fiction and a host of 
characters from this and other planets. 
 
Stephen Law     The Philosophy Gym 
Where did the universe come from? Is time travel possible? Are genetically designed babies morally 
acceptable? If you have ever asked yourself such questions, then you have already begun to think 
philosophically. This book is for those who want to take the next step. Stephen Law poses questions 
about some of the most important philosophical issues of today - and of yesterday. Light-hearted 
questions about whether a pickled sheep is really art rub shoulders with more profound and time-
honoured fears about whether God exists. In this radically new way of looking at philosophy, 
Stephen Law illustrates the problem with a story then lets both sides of the argument battle it out in 
clear, easily digestible and intelligent prose. And, by separating each issue into a distinct section, it 
is possible to dip in and out of in any order and at any time you like! 
 
Dalai Lama     The Book of Joy 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama have been friends for many, many years. Between 
them, they have endured exile, violence and oppression. And in the face of these hardships, they 
have continued to radiate compassion, humour and above all, joy. 
To celebrate His Holiness’s eightieth birthday, Archbishop Tutu travelled to the Dalai Lama’s home 
in Dharamsala. The two men spent a week discussing a single burning question: how do we find joy 
in the face of suffering? 
 
Malala Yousafzai     I am Malala 
Written by Malala in collaboration with critically acclaimed author, Patricia McCormick, this children's 
edition tells the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change 
the world - and did. Her journey will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in 
hope, truth, miracles, and the determination of one person to inspire change. 
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up 
for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on 9 October, 2012, she 
nearly lost her life for the cause. She was shot point-blank on her way home from school. No one 
expected her to survive. Now, she is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-
ever Nobel Peace Prize winner. 
 
Karen Farrington     History of Religion 
This text provides a jargon-free analysis encompassing all the major beliefs. It examines the 
worship, practice, gods, prophets, leading figures, festivals, myths, and misconceptions of every 
faith. 
 
Karen Armstrong     The Story of God 
The idea of a single devine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over 4,000 years. But the 
history of God is also the history of human struggle. While Judaism, Islam and Christianity proclaim 
the goodness of God, organised religion has too often been the catalyst for violence and 
ineradicable prejudice. 
In this fascinating, extensive and original account of the evolution of belief, Karen Armstrong 
examines Western society's unerring fidelity to this idea of One God and the many conflicting 
convictions it engenders. A controversial, extraordinary story of worship and war, A History of 
God confronts the most fundamental fact - or fiction - of our lives. 
 
Philip Caputo     A Rumour of War 



In March 1965, Marine Lieutenant Philip J. Caputo landed in Danang with the first ground combat 
unit committed to fight in Vietnam. Sixteen months later, having served on the line in one of modern 
history's ugliest wars, he returned home - physically whole but emotionally destroyed, his youthful 
idealism shattered. 
A decade later, having reported first-hand the very final hours of the war, Caputo sat down to write 
‘simply a story about war, about the things men do in war and the things war does to them’. It is 
widely regarded as one of the greatest war memoirs of all time. 
 
Robert Winston     The Story of God  
From the tiniest microchip to the information superhighway, the modern world is dominated by and 
dependent upon science. Yet whether we realize it or not, we live in an age where faith is still an 
important influence in our lives. The majority of Americans profess a belief in a Christian God and 
Islam acts as a unifying, energizing force for many of the world's most dispossessed people. In the 
UK congregations may be shrinking, but popular belief in the supernatural - ghosts and spirits, 
fortune-telling, faith healing - is stronger than ever. 
 
Chris Hitchens     God is Not Great 
God Is Not Great is the ultimate case against religion. In a series of acute readings of the major 
religious texts, Christopher Hitchens demonstrates the ways in which religion is man-made, 
dangerously sexually repressive and distorts the very origins of the cosmos. Above all, Hitchens 
argues that the concept of an omniscient God has profoundly damaged humanity, and proposes 
that the world might be a great deal better off without 'him'. 
 
Matt Kneal      An Atheist’s History of Belief  
What first prompted prehistoric man, sheltering in the shadows of deep caves, to call upon the 
realm of the spirits? And why has belief thrived since, shaping thousands of generations of 
shamans, pharaohs, Aztec priests and Mayan rulers, Jews, Buddhists, Christians, Nazis, and 
Scientologists? 
As our dreams and nightmares have changed over the millennia, so have our beliefs. The gods we 
created have evolved and mutated with us through a narrative fraught with human sacrifice, political 
upheaval and bloody wars. 
Belief was man's most epic labor of invention. It has been our closest companion, and has followed 
mankind across the continents and through history. 
 
Rodney Stark     Discovering God  
Award-winning sociologist Rodney Stark presents a monumental history of the origins of the great 
religions from the Stone Age to the Modern Age and wrestles with the central questions of religion 
and belief. 
 
CS Lewis     Screwtape Letters 
This profound and striking narrative takes the form of a series of letters from Screwtape, a devil high 
in the Infernal Civil Service, to his nephew Wormwood, a junior colleague engaged in his first 
mission on earth trying to secure the damnation of a young man who has just become a Christian. 
Although the young man initially looks to be a willing victim, he changes his ways and is ‘lost’ to the 
young devil. 
 

Gary Hayden     You Kant Make It Up 
Drawing on the writings of the great philosophers, You Kant Make it Up sends the reader on 
thrilling, non-stop tour of their most outrageous and counter-intuitive conclusions. Harry Potter is 
real. Matter doesn't exist. Dan Brown is better than Shakespeare. All these statements stem from 
philosophy's greatest minds, from Plato to Nietzsche. What were they thinking? Overflowing with 
compelling arguments for the downright strange - many of which are hugely influential today - 
popular philosopher Gary Hayden shows that just because something is odd, doesn't mean that 
someone hasn't argued for it. Spanning ethics, logic, politics, sex and religion, this unconventional 
introduction to philosophy will challenge your assumptions, expand your horizons, infuriate, 
entertain and amuse you. 

 



Fiction 
 

Dan Brown      The Da Vinci Code 
While in Paris, Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is awakened by a phone call in the dead of the 
night. The elderly curator of the Louvre has been murdered inside the museum, his body covered in 
baffling symbols. As Langdon and gifted French cryptologist Sophie Neveu sort through the bizarre 
riddles, they are stunned to discover a trail of clues hidden in the works of Leonardo da Vinci—clues 
visible for all to see and yet ingeniously disguised by the painter. 
Even more startling, the late curator was involved in the Priory of Sion—a secret society whose 
members included Sir Isaac Newton, Victor Hugo, and Da Vinci—and he guarded a breathtaking 
historical secret. Unless Langdon and Neveu can decipher the labyrinthine puzzle—while avoiding 
the faceless adversary who shadows their every move—the explosive, ancient truth will be lost 
forever. 
 
William P. Young     The Shack 
Mackenzie Allen Phillips's youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a family vacation, 
and evidence that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in 
the Oregon wilderness. Four years later, in the midst of his Great Sadness, Mack receives a 
suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back to that shack for a weekend. Against his 
better judgment he arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest 
nightmare. What he find there will change his life forever. 
In an age where religion seems to grow increasingly irrelevant, The Shack wrestles with the 
timeless question: Where is God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain? 
 
Salman Rushdie     The Satanic Verses   
Just before dawn one winter's morning, a hijacked jetliner explodes above the English Channel. 
Through the falling debris, two figures, Gibreel Farishta, the biggest star in India, and Saladin 
Chamcha, an expatriate returning from his first visit to Bombay in fifteen years, plummet from the 
sky, washing up on the snow-covered sands of an English beach, and proceed through a series of 
metamorphoses, dreams, and revelations. 
 
Glen Duncan     I, Lucifer  
The Prince of Darkness has been given one last shot at redemption, provided he can live out a 
reasonably blameless life on earth. Highly sceptical, naturally, the Old Dealmaker negotiates a trial 
period - a summer holiday in a human body, with all the delights of the flesh. 
The body, however, turns out to be that of Declan Gunn, a depressed writer living in Clerkenwell, 
interrupted in his bath mid-suicide. Ever the opportunist, and with his main scheme bubbling in the 
background, Luce takes the chance to tap out a few thoughts - to straighten the biblical record, to 
celebrate his favourite achievements, to let us know just what it's like being him. 
 
Max Lucado     Small Gifts in God’s Hands 
Set in Biblical times, brings to vivid life one of the most loved stories from the Bible--the feeding of 
the multitudes--told from a young boy's perspective. By the author of Just in Case You Ever 
Wonder. 
 
Jean-Dominique Bauby    The Diving Bell and the Butterfly 
'Locked-in syndrome: paralysed from head to toe, the patient, his mind intact, is imprisoned inside 
his own body, unable to speak or move. In my case, blinking my left eyelid is my only means of 
communication.' In December 1995, Jean-Dominique Bauby, editor-in-chief of French 'Elle' and the 
father of two young children, suffered a massive stroke and found himself paralysed and 
speechless, but entirely conscious, trapped by what doctors call 'locked-in syndrome'. Using his only 
functioning muscle - his left eyelid - he began dictating this remarkable story, painstakingly spelling 
it out letter by letter. His book offers a haunting, harrowing look inside the cruel prison of locked-in 
syndrome, but it is also a triumph of the human spirit. 
 
 
 



Nicky Hansell     The Sage Train 
Friedrich Nietzsche is dead. Not only that, but he's lost and alone, climbing a mountain with no one 
to talk to. So, when he spies someone coming towards him, he's delighted. Surely this man is 
important; someone who walks his own path? The writer, G. K. Chesterton, is no Nietzschean hero. 
But he does have a knapsack of food. Its not long before some of history's greatest ever 
philosophers are seen winding their way towards them. 
 
Paul Hoffman     The Left Hand of God 
The Sanctuary of the Redeemers is a vast and desolate place - a place without joy or hope. Most of 
its occupants were taken there as boys and for years have endured the brutal regime of the Lord 
Redeemers whose cruelty and violence have one singular purpose - to serve in the name of the 
One True Faith. 
In one of the Sanctuary's vast and twisting maze of corridors stands a boy. He is perhaps fourteen 
or fifteen years old - he is not sure and neither is anyone else. He has long-forgotten his real name, 
but now they call him Thomas Cale. He is strange and secretive, witty and charming, violent and 
profoundly bloody-minded. He is so used to the cruelty that he seems immune, but soon he will 
open the wrong door at the wrong time and witness an act so terrible that he will have to leave this 
place, or die. 
His only hope of survival is to escape across the arid Scablands to Memphis, a city the opposite of 
the Sanctuary in every way: breathtakingly beautiful, infinitely Godless, and deeply corrupt. 
But the Redeemers want Cale back at any price... not because of the secret he now knows but 
because of a much more terrifying secret he does not. 
 
Randa Abdel-Fattah    Does My Head Look Big in This? 
Don't panic - I'm Islamic! Amal is a 16-year-old Melbourne teen with all the usual obsessions about 
boys, chocolate and Cosmo magazine. She's also a Muslim, struggling to honour the Islamic faith in 
a society that doesn't understand it. The story of her decision to "shawl up" and its attendent 
anxieties (like how much eyeliner to wear) is funny, surprising and touching by turns. 
 
Jodi Picoult      My Sister’s Keeper 
In all thirteen years of Anna's life, her parents have never given her a choice: she was born to be 
her sister Kate's bone marrow donor and she has always given Kate everything she needs. 
But when Anna is told Kate needs a new kidney, she begins to question how much she should be 
prepared to do to save the older sibling she has always been defined by. So Anna makes a decision 
that will change their family forever - perhaps even fatally for the sister she loves. 
 
Jostein Gaarder    Sophie’s World 
When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who introduces her to philosophy, 
mysteries deepen in her own life. Why does she keep getting postcards addressed to another girl? 
Who is the other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the riddle, she uses her 
new knowledge of philosophy, but the truth is far stranger than she could have imagined. 
 
Jostein Gaarder     The Solitaire Mystery 
Twelve-year-old Hans Thomas lives alone with his father, a man who likes to give his son lessons 
about life and has a penchant for philosophy. Hans Thomas' mother left when he was four (to `find' 
herself) and the story begins when father and son set off on a trip to Greece, where she now lives, 
to try to persuade her to come home. En route, in Switzerland, Hans Thomas is given a magnifying 
glass by a dwarf at a petrol station, and the next day he finds a tiny book in his bread roll which can 
only be read with a magnifying glass. How did the book come to be there? Why does the dwarf 
keep showing up? It is all very perplexing and Hans Thomas has enough to cope with, with the 
daunting prospect of seeing his mother. Now his journey has turned into an encounter with the 
unfathomable...or does it all have a logical explanation? 
 
Salman Rushdie     Midnight’s Children 
Born at the stroke of midnight at the exact moment of India's independence, Saleem Sinai is a 
special child. However, this coincidence of birth has consequences he is not prepared for: telepathic 
powers connect him with 1,000 other 'midnight's children' all of whom are endowed with unusual 



gifts. Inextricably linked to his nation, Saleem's story is a whirlwind of disasters and triumphs that 
mirrors the course of modern India at its most impossible and glorious. 
 
Luke Rhinehart     The Dice Man 
The cult classic that can still change your life… 
Let the dice decide! 
This is the philosophy that changes the life of bored psychiatrist Luke Rhinehart – and in some ways 
changes the world as well. 
Because once you hand over your life to the dice, anything can happen. 
 

 

 

‘I believe that religious education must be the sole concern 
of religious associations’ 

 
Mahatma Gandhi (Political Ethicist) 

 


