Year 9 English Overview
Unit
English
Language
Paper 1 (minischeme)

Duration
(lessons)
8

Learning Objectives/Outcomes
Objectives:
· Read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good
understanding
· Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide
reading to inform and improve their own writing
· Write effectively and coherently using Standard
English appropriately
· Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell
accurately
· Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a
knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading,
writing and spoken language
Outcomes:
· AO1:
o Identify and interpret explicit and implicit
information and ideas
o Select and synthesise evidence from different
texts
· AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers
use language and structure to achieve effects and
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology
to support their views
· AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well
as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts
· AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references
· AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and
register for different forms, purposes and audiences.
Organise information and ideas, using structural and
grammatical features to support coherence and
cohesion of texts
· AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and
sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect,
with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This
requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each
specification as a whole.)

Transactional
Writing

20

Objectives:
· Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide
reading to inform and improve their own writing
· Write effectively and coherently using Standard
English appropriately
· Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell
accurately
· Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a
knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading,
writing and spoken language
Outcomes:
· AO5 – Communicate clearly, effectively and
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and
register for different forms, purpose and audiences
· AO6 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

The Short Story

28

Objectives:
· Read a wide range of short stories, including classic
literature, fluently and with good understanding, and
make connections across their reading
· Read in depth, critically and evaluative, so that they
are able to discuss and explain their understanding
and ideas
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often
· Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary
heritage
· Write accurately, effectively and analytically about
their reading, using Standard English
· Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the
grammatical terminology and other literary and
linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what
they read
Outcomes:
· AO1 – Read, understand and respond to texts
· AO2 – Analyse the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate
· AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the context in which they were
written
· AO4 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

Exploring the
Canon

28

Objectives:
· Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and
with good understanding, and make connections
across their reading
· Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they
are able to discuss and explain their understanding
and ideas
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often
· Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary
heritage
· Write accurately, effectively and analytically about
their reading, using Standard English
· Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the
grammatical terminology and other literary and
linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what
they read
Outcomes:
· AO1 – Read, understand and respond to texts
· AO2 – Analyse the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate
· AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the context in which they were
written
· AO4 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

Descriptive
Writing

8

Objectives:
· Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide
reading to inform and improve their own writing
· Write effectively and coherently using Standard
English appropriately
· Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell
accurately
· Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a
knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading,
writing and spoken language
Outcomes:
· AO5 – Communicate clearly, effectively and
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and
register for different forms, purpose and audiences
· AO6 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

Cries from the
Soul
(Poetry)

12

Objectives:
· Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and
with good understanding, and make connections
across their reading
· Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they
are able to discuss and explain their understanding
and ideas
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often
· Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary
heritage
· Write accurately, effectively and analytically about
their reading, using Standard English
· Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the
grammatical terminology and other literary and
linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what
they read
Outcomes:
· AO1 – Read, understand and respond to texts
· AO2 – Analyse the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate
· AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the context in which they were
written
· AO4 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

Modern
Drama –
through the
eyes of Willy
Russell

16

Objectives:
· Read a wide of texts fluently and with good
understanding
· Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide
reading to inform and improve their own writing
· Write effectively and coherently using Standard
English appropriately
· Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell
accurately
· Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a
knowledge and understanding of grammatical
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading,
writing and spoken language
Outcomes:
· AO1 – identify and interpret explicit and explicit
information and ideas. Select and synthesise
evidence from different texts
· AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers
use language and structure to achieve effects and
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology
to support their views
· AO4 – Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references
· AO5 – Communicate clearly, effectively and

·

Spoken
Language –
The Great
Debate

8

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

·

Shakespeare’s
Macbeth
(Acts 1 & 2)

26

imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and
register for different forms, purpose and audiences
AO6 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation
Speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using
Standard English.
Justify ideas with reasons
Ask questions to check understanding
Develop vocabulary and build knowledge
Negotiate
Evaluate and build on the ideas of others
Select the appropriate register for effective
communication.
Give well-structured descriptions and explanations
and develop understanding through speculating,
hypothesising and exploring ideas
Clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for
writing

Objectives:
· Read Shakespeare fluently and with good
understanding, and make connections across their
reading
· Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they
are able to discuss and explain their understanding
and ideas
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often
· Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary
heritage
· Write accurately, effectively and analytically about
their reading, using Standard English
· Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the
grammatical terminology and other literary and
linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what
they read
Outcomes:
· AO1 – Read, understand and respond to texts
· AO2 – Analyse the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings and effects, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate
· AO3 – Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the context in which they were
written
· AO4 – Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation

